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March brought heavy snows to Alaska, the Sierra of California, and much of the 
Intermountain area. Alveska, AK recorded 135% of normal snows, and 
Eaglecrest, AK had a persistently snowy month. At Alyeska, a heavy storm 
dumped 55 inches on the 1l6th-19th. The Sierra saw two heavy storms, enough to 
bring Alpine Meadows 2007. Squaw Valley 2007, and Mammoth Mtn. 150% of normal 
snows for the month. A storm on the 6th-7th dropped 35-46 inches, and another 
on the 27th-28th left 39-44 inches. In the Intermountain area, Jackson Hole, 
WY recorded 99% of normal snowfall; Alta, UT, 108%; Sun Valley, ID, 11023 and 
Bridger Bowl, MT, 1252. 


The Cascades of Washington and Oregon lay in between storm tracks and came up 
with mostly below-average snows. Stevens Pass recorded 59% of normal and 
Crystal Mtn., 71Z. Mt. Rainier, however, caught generous snows from the 
2l1st-3lst and achieved 119% of normal. 


The Colorado Rockies showed a wide variety of snowfall amounts. In the 
northern portion, Copper Mtn. (78%) and Winter Park (87%) were.on the dry - 
side, while Berthoud Pass, Breckenridge, Loveland, and Vail all came in with 
95-105% of average. Farther south, Aspen recorded 92% of normal, but all | 
other sites were above normal: Monarch, 120%; Crested Butte, 140%; and Wolf 
Creek, 140%. Wolf Creek caught March's biggest storm and recorded 66 inches 
on the 27th-30th. In New Mexico, Taos totalled 110% of normal snowfall. 
There were three fatal avalanche accidents in March, and one in February that 
went unreported in last month's Avalanche Notes. On February 12, at the town 


of Roberts, MT, three boys -- 7-9 years old -- were sledding on the steep 
slope above a creek when the snow fractured at the top and buried two of the 
boys. The third ran for help. One victim was uncovered after about 25 


minutes from 3-4 feet of snow. He was unhurt. The second boy was uncovered 
after about 45 minutes from 4-5 feet of snow. He was hospitalized in critical 
condition and died 9 days later. On March 2 three snowmobilers were caught in 
a slide at Hatcher Pass, AK. One was partly buried and dug himself out. A 
second was buried head down with one foot on the surface. Rescuers dug him 
out, unhurt. The third was not found until 4 hours later when a probe team 
struck his body about 10 feet beneath the surface. He was dead when 
uncovered. On March 19 at Park City, UT, two skiers released a slide ona 
closed slope which flowed onto an open slope where spectators had been 
watching a World Cup race. One of the two skiers was buried, but was dug out 
quickly without serious injury. A second victim was a woman spectator who, 
according to newspaper accounts, skied next to an embankment where she lay 
down. She was uncovered in 20 minutes, hospitalized, and died the following 
day. On March 24 near Berthoud Pass, CO, three ski tourers were caught in a 
hard slab avalanche. Two were partly buried, and one was completely buried. 


Rocky Mountain Forest and Range Experiment Station 


A probe team located his body 3 feet deep, 3 hours later. 


to resuscitation efforts. 


He did not respond 


Two other victims suffered broken bones in March -- a heli-ski guide in 
Utah broke ribs on the 4th, and a ski tourer near Ashcroft, CO broke an ankle 


on the 13th. 
below. 


Total Avalanches Reported 


Area This 
month 

Central and So. Rockies 552 

Intermountcin 334 

West Coast " 981 

All Areas 1867 


This People 
winter C B I 


2252 40 14 2 
1476 ze 15 3 
2840 38 6 8 
6568 106: 37 15 


The season's avalanche statistics thru March are tabulated 


Damage Summary - This Winter 


Vehicles Avalanche Damaged 
K B. -@ Bldgs Lifts Misc 
5 4 0 3 0 0 
5 0 0 0 0 0 
2 4 0 0 0 2 
12 8 0O | 0 2 
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